[Schizophrenia: diagnosis, classification, course and prognosis].
Schizophrenia is a chronic mental illness usually considered as one of the most disabling. Its clinical manifestations are characterized by a mental splitting which is a loss of the unity and cohesion of mental activity. A paranoid state or psychomotor disturbance are, sometimes, associated with this mental splitting. The course of the disease may be continuous or oscillating with acute exacerbations. The outcome of schizophrenia is often characterized by a chronic defect state but may be quite good for one half of the patients.